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These franslations of Akha rituals are very preliminary. They
contain the first two sectione of the death rituals, and I will
gradually type them all out and distribute them. I have ca 1400
note book pages with texts in the ritual language, 100 of them
are translated here, so there is much more to come,

I will now file all these texts to be auble to?%Jdetailed

g [~
grammatical and philological study, and hopefully also end/with a

better translation both from an Akha and an English point of view.

I would appreciate any comment you care to give vhile the work
is in progress.

Some notes on the translation. Dots after & line mcans that
one or several lines are left untranslated, eithey because my
informant, the pricst, didn't understand them himself, or beczuse
I didn't. Occasionally I keep the Akhs term, when I don't lmow the
English eguivalent. The word phi-ma I left untranslated in the
beginning but later changed thzai to "priest". A phi-ma is one who
has learnt to recite, which is mainly done at sickness and death
rituals. Other yearly ceremonies are performed by the dz8-ma
"villuge leader". I often show the por=llel construction of ihe
lines in Akhs with clumsy English as = results tand I also keep 211
the r epetitions. The “"I" in the texis mezns the priest.

These recitations are only said when a buffalo.is s:acrificed

for the deade.

1. md djig djig> théd »
The first recitation after death. It is an enumerztion of 1he

ceremonies, not complete though, to be performed for the dead.

2. og xhd og dog thd 3

The setting is as if there is no priest in the villzge vhere
a death hzs occurred. A group is sent out to znother village to ask
their priest to come and recite. In {coct only the priest goes but it
is worded as if also the village leader, the blacksmith, and the war

leader all -o.
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3. bjm diq ja digq thé @ '
About the whole nature preparing to conceive and the woman

giving birth to a daughter

4. dj5 la tshg thé »

Girls and boys growing up and thinking about getting married

9. tshl ap tshh z3d thé »
A boy going to buy salt at a Shan market far away, asking his

girlfriend not to marry somebody else while he is away.
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6. abd bd m 2 thé o

About a boy trying to make up his mind about getting married.
This section is worded as the Akha boy is looking for a girl of the
abd people, who are said to be a Mon-Khmer people.

7. & z4 thé o

The boy finally finding a girl to marry and elopes with her.
They change their minds about staying away and return home to

arrange for the wedding.
8. z& m? nay m¥ tshé a thé a

A good day for the marriage is chosen and the ceremonies
performed. The couple settle down and start to raise a family.
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md d3ig djig a thé

98.9 The first recitation when death has cccurred. Recited outside the

house after the corpse hgs been shrouded.
s ——— !
Having died on earth being bent

the door where the sun goes up
you die, others are let to live, the door where the moon comes out
the phf-ma recites for & lifetime

the phf-ma muet think long ahead, long like the river floating

upstream, think clearly like the sun and the moon : 3
must be clever like the clear water upstream, likec the clear sun and moon
let old people live in the village being clever .
the clear water flowingvin the bending river
you are not a young one going to the danecing place
you are an adult who knows a lot, liks a Chinese
you are not a small, blunt knife
but & sharp knmife with & bigz handle
if you don't go close to the Chincse you won't hive knowledge
you are close to the Chinese
if you don't go close to the phé-njé people vou won't have full knowledre
you are close to them and know it all
the youns ones hove many words
you grown-up woman listens only to the food poris
if on your road there is a lot of dog shit and pig shit
if the dog shit is no rood, cover it with your feet
if the pig shit iz no 7ood breek off fern and cover it
if the chicken shit is no food cover it with ashes
when you were on earth you hzd a reod heart and never scbdded people
in spirits!' land, don't be worried
on earth you were clever like clear water
ka

in spirits' lznd, don't be anéfy

*
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98-12__

on carth your heart was pood like an orchid
in the underworld, don't chenge into a dﬁmb woman /
womesn, if the things you tzke mlong zore not simaight, make them straight
men, if ithe food 46 no good, makr 41 good

the things which are not straight, amale then streight

if the bcmboo scetion is no rood, cut it en it hecomes good

in the middle ol hesven the sun and moon shine

dont't shine from tho ears

the fiddle of heaven 3e& good, shine in ths midédle

in the middie of ezrth wolizwr with & atalfl

don't wall with a staff at the edse of the earth

the middie of the earth is good, walk just at tihe middle

the small tiger roams all over the couﬁfry

dontt roam at the edze of the world

the middle of the world is grood, roam just &t the middle

the first stzaff you walk witk, let it be firm

when the sun first shines, let it be bright

walking with a staff, let the staff go first

before when you were alive I didn't call you by nome

now when you hove died I must call ycur nane

while alive, your nzne wasn'i colled

now when you have died I must call you by ncme cos

oh, ld-pjh&, oh bI-tjhe (nome of the dead)

I the phi-ma will recite

the ceremonies for you cxrs not finished yet cee

if & guest is not riven to oot he won't go home

giving ten groupc of gfuest to ect and they o home

first we give you the déng-hd chicken

znd then we give you the dfn-—cjhd chiclen
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96.16

the ceremonies are not finished yet

then we'll kill a pig for you while cutting the coffin

the ceremonies won't be finished yet

then the shl tiq xdg will be all done

let your good luck come back

your good luck coming bzck close to your eldsest son

coming back close to your middle son

dead woman, let your luck turn back towards us

let your good luck turn back to us

letting your luck befcll your children eae

at first we are worried

a2t first we feel distressed, lazter let us be comfortible

at first we are worried

let our worry bater disappear

at first we zre nothing but cold

now we feel cold, later let us be warm

ot Tirst our tears are overflowing, later let us lough a bit
2t first our mouths are pouting, luter let our laugh roar like thunder
in your rich house sweep the uppcr part but let your luck remain eee
let your luck turn towerds us

let your good luck turn towords us

let your luck stay with your children

let your luck give long 1ife to your children

one mother pis you tike with Jou N

the ceremonies are not finished yet

outside where we have node the red ecrih snooth

leter I will recite there

by your hezd, scrap iron on & piece of cloth ...

by your icet a spindle ...
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98.20

don't let the good soill burst

don't let the tree for the coffin come to life =gain

the ceremonies ore not finished yet

the deceased phi-ma's will all be calléd upon
the ceremonies won't be finished yet

I'11 meke the 14~¥ for the dead

your 14-% hen to be given to the ancestors oo
the ceremonics won't be finished yet

then I finish the nh sag djiq

surarcane is put on the tray

there are good and bad deaths

bananas are placed on the tray

there gre good and bad deaths

nine sections of sugarcane

there are good and bad deaths

white cowries

there are good and bad deaths

the{D\-J’{t leaves

there are good and bad deaths

nine shoots from the phu-xhd tree

giving birth to @ child, ten cerenonies gre nade
nine shoots {rom the mjing-14 tree ose

there zre good and bad deaths

the division tetween good and bad deaths is finished

the ceremonies won't be finished yet A00

I'11 do the =i Jou tshing with a pig

your eldest son, your second son, your youngest son ...

let your luck return here

let your luclk go back to your children
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let your luck befall on your children
T

I'll make the nh Jog tshling for you to let your luck remain with
your children

98.24 one male pig i ;
the ceremonies won't be finished yet
at the outskirt of ithe village
we'll cut the bamboo section to beat the rhythm with
we'll cut the bamboo section {or you

if the bamboo section is not good we can't use it

I've linished cutting the bamboo section for the dead and the one
who woas in pain

I'm not cutting the bamboo section for the owner of animels but I cut
it for you who have died

if 2 stone bursts in the hot season it doesn't matter
I won't let the bamboo section burst

if bamboos burst in the hot season it docen't natter

I wentt let your bamboo section burst

in the jungle the bamboo squezks

I won't let your bamboo section sgqueak

in the junsle the bamboo crec ks

I vwon't let your bzmboo section creak

the ceremonies won't be finished yet

then the ceremony to show you the way inte the coifin
the phi-ma swings one rooster for the head parit of the coffin
at the foot part, let it flap its wings ond erow

for the foot pcrt one hen

let the hen flap its wines and cackle at the head pert
at the head »art, one cowrie

let the cowrie meke the coffin clezan
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98.27

at the foot purt a cowrie

I']1l clean the head part with it

at the middle the coffin is not good, clean it with wzter in a bowl :..

let
you
you
the
the
the
the

the

the upper and lower parts of the coffin fit well together

are not the only one who goes into the coffin

are not an alone woman who goes into the coffin

ruler of heaven has died and ¥ill go with you into the coffin

ruler of earth hzg died and will go with you into the coffin

one who raised horses and tied them to his feet will go into the colfin
one who rides on horses will go into the coffin

one who eats from a silver Ubowl, the one who drinks from a golden

bowl will go into the coffin

when going into the coifin, don't be worried

vhen going into the coffin don't be distressed

it is not a bad coffin but a good coffin

you

won't be hungry in the coffin but will eat your fill

it is not 2 bad coffin, everything you need is there

it is not 2 cold coffin but a warm coffin

your elder brother upslope will go into the coffin

your younger brother downslope will go into the coffin

your whole family will go into the coffin

I the phi-ma will go into the coifin

you
you
the
Oh,
you
the
the

the

von't go into the coffin a2lone

cre not an alone woman who goes into the coffin

colffin will be closed ~ she is lying in the coffin e
you are the only one who went into the coffin

zre the only woman vho went into the coffin

ruler of heaven h-s died but he won't go into the coffin
ruler of ezrth hus died but won't fo into the coffin

one who reised horses and tied them to his feet, the cone who

rode on horses wontt go into the coffin
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968.33

your elder brother upslope won't go into it, your younger brother
downslope won't go inte it

your famlly members won't go into the coffin

I the phf-ma won't go into the coffin

the daughter who hasn't got married yet won't go into the coffin

the son who hasn't brought a daughter-in-law yet won't go into the coffin
the black crow won't go into the coffin until is has turned white

the male buffalo won't go into the coffin until bt has become pregnant

the treading pole and pestle won'i go into the coffin until they
have come to life

you alone has gone into the coffin
you alone mother has gone into the coffin
the cerenonies won't be finished yeti

then the ceremony to ensurc that the phi-ma doesn't huve to reliews
himself while reeciting

make the cerenony with one hen

to ensure that the phi-me won't hove to defecate 900

the cecremonies won't be finished yeot

then the three nichts of recitations

the ceremonies a2re not finished yet

the water, tea, and ginser is put into the bzpboo section ...

upslopo the dogs are barking



93.2

2. og xht og dog thb)

upslope the doge are barking «.. .-..
in the middle the pigs are running '

ﬁownslops the cows with short hair are bellowing

a group of people dressed in red and black coming to the village
where is the group going

e group from downsitrecm vwearinc red, a groupr from upstream wezring black
dewn hae not y:st come

the Shans from upstream wearing black wait by the crass field

the cock has not yet creved

outside the gote in the shadow below the trees

the Shans cre not valuzalile, our rice is viluable

the 4 ° people (rc not valucble, our ;nimul& cre voluuble

it is not « group Iroc downsireocm weirin: Ted

it is not a rroupr from Isupotrenm wearing black

with strawhats shinins like stors, ure they youns men who bhavs
come to court the :irls

they zre not youn- ren who have come to court the girls

it is a group who his to ask for the villzge lecader

if that is so go to vz=it where the leuder lives

the lezder looks cs if he will come cut of his dcoov

at the leeder's house, he is not in o hurry

he doesn't cone cut of his deor

it is not 2 groupiwho hos come to uslk for the village leader
dr=win- his decorcted spear, three fathomrs long

corrying his good kmife, three handsbreadths long, in = rope
have they come tc ask for the war leader

if that is so fo to weit where the war leader lives
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3.4 the war leader looks as if he will come out of his door
at the war leader's house, he is not in a hurry to go to war
the good war leader doesn't get out of Lis door -
the good war leader Goesn't go beyond the village gate
it is not 8 group who has come to ask the war leader to go to war
at the corner of the house three pieces of charcozl on & iray
lifting up a bowl with golden rice
have they come to ask the blacksnmith to forge irom
if that is so go to wait where the blecksnith lives
the blackemith lookz uag if he will come out of his door
at the blacksmith's place, he is not in a hurry to forge iron
the good blacksmith doesn't go out of his door
the goed blacksmith doesn't go out beyond the villzge gate
it is not a group whc has come to ask the blacksmith to forge iron
in the corner & bottle with good liquor
in the corner = bagked with dried mea
is it & ~roup who hug come to ack the priest to sprecd leaves
ir that is so go to wiit where the priest lives
outside his house under the shadow of the trees
cxlling on him once, he doesn't answer
¢z2llins on him twice, he doesn't ansuor
calling on him three times, the priest answers
net calling once only, he answers
calling on him i‘hree times, i he doecn't wnswer

1F

others think thet he is nov 2ble, but the pricst himeell thinis
that he is zble

otlzrs thinl. that the priest's house is notl bLig

the priect himself thinks thzi his own house is bip
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the soil in djz-d€ is good and abundant
others' houses are not big
93.T the priest thinks that his own house ig big

fhe fields parents have made are big
others! fields «re not big
the priest thinks that his fields are big
it is a group who «sks the priest to spread out lecaves
_Oh, mother of the house, they call on the priest's mother
she goes out on the porch where pigs root around below
shields her eyes with her hand for the sunshine
on the outer porch she looks between her three fingers
judging the people from downstream, judging the people from upstrean
it is a2 group who asks the priest to épreud leaves
"it nirht I dreamt, in daytime I didn*t think about death
at nirht I dreamt but I didn*i see death ...

b at doytime feeling pity, mourning his come
goins to sleep &t nizht I look :fter the grundchildren
at daytime taking care of the childrsen
at ni-ht taking core of the bedding™
it looks like dewn, but the cock hesn't crowed
it looks like mourning, but it dicdn't look like pain
it looks like rrubs eating the roots, but the crown didn't look dead
it looks like waier overflowing, but the water ien't muddy
vwhen dewn h-s come the cro. mother shricks
it looks s if czces are beins judred by the village leider
if the vill.ge leuder has & case in his villioge
if it is not & cssc that con't be Jjudred

the villeze leader will give his verdict by mouth
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not mending holes in clothes
93.11 if mending clothes
mending clothes, making it look well on both sides
the o0ld woman mends well with needle ;nd thread
it is not a matter of Judging cases in the village
at dawn the crow mother shrieked loudly
it is not that the village leader is soing to Judge cases
at midday the dja-tjhf bird called out
it looks as if an animal reject his teen born in the village
if a bad animal is born in the villuge
others can "at it, the young ones 1ift their chopsticks
those who ¢ can 1ift their chopsticks gother around like fish
it is not = case of an animal reject-
it ic ennounced tkat sn old voman hig died
the young ones went hunting in the mount:iins
a bird called out, & bird reported
it looks =s if it reports that it has seen somebody
it does not repvori that.it has seen somebody
it tells thet an old woman has died and has been in pain
poing to cur own fields carrying our shoulder bigs
carrying a basket on a ydke to pluck our vegetables
the vild banans tuds in the junsle are bittsr
a tj g-1%q mother bird cells out
it looks 7= it it reports thazt it his seen somebody
it does not report that it hie scen somebody
it tells thot an old women his died and has teen in pain

vith a~hoe three hindbreadths long like o toy in hic hands, =
boy dirging the £iz1d bending his tack

while weedins his owm rice

while holding a Imifc threc handbreadih long
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93.15

whils ocwanaing up looking at hls own rioe =iems
by the mi-la bamboo at the bottom of the fisid
& bulbul mother calls oui

: '
it looks as ¥f it tclls -that a child has been born in the village
it does not tell about 2 child being worn in the village

it tells alnut on 14 woman's death =nd pain

three persons czlling on the vwillage leader

three perscons calling on the priest

you hive never seen the face of our village leader
never hearg bis voice

you have never seen the village leader's body

how do you inow thit there is & village lsader here
whe hzs told you that he is here d

it is not the casz thot . omebo has toclé ug that there iz 2
villare leader here 00

we know thot inside the fence he is judsins cices

his words by gouth cre zs sirong &s.the voice oi the djo~-12 bird
when the villoge lesder says one word the crowd is silent ...
we didn't Imow about his living here

but we know cbout his judzing cases

oh, village leader

you huven't seen our war leader's fuce

you heven't heard his voice

you huven't seen our wer leaderts vody

Low do you lmow that thirz is o war lezler herc

who his told you it he iz here

nobody has told us that z war lecader lives here

he wes Tighting on two sides

his palm wos cut zcross, red blood flowing out

his fin-ers were cutl zcross, dark blood burst out

N
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93.19

the war leader fights once ¢nd the enomy pets silent ...
we didn't lknow about his living here
but we know about his fighting
ohﬂ.ﬁar loader

you haven't seen our blaclksmith's face
you haven't heard his voice

you hiven't seen our blacksmith's body
how do you know there is = blacksmith here

who has told you that he is here

nobody has lold us that = blacksmith lives here

outside there is 2 clay »it looking lilke o termite hill

outside there is o smithy looking like a crow'c nest

the blacksmith pouhds once and the iron-bends, the iron gives in
wo didn't know about his living here

but we lmow about his forging iron

oh, blacksmith

you howven't sceen out priestits
you hoven't heard his voice
you hiven't seen cut priesi’s body

whoxhxsxdndtvymurgheizbherisxhars
how do you know there is a prisst here

who has told ycu that he is here

nobody hos told us that @ priest lives here ...

at the lower side of the house close to & dead's coffin

inbetween nisht and dzy he beats with . bonbtoo section ior the spirit
the spirit of the dead is recited up

spirits are &s mony s ants

spirits discppecr like Tlowers when the priest rccites

the spirit orf the dead moves, all the spiriis disappecr

/5



93.22

the priest recites onée and the spirits listen and flee
we didn't know about his living here

but we lmow about his reciting

oh, priest

the barking doge with white necks

the red cock crows, its voiec is good

the priest recites

wronging heaven, there is no day when we don't wrong heavem
no morning when we don't wrong heaven

wronging heaven but not being judced Ty hecven

wronging heaven many times

the white clouds Judre us

not only wronrin~ heaven but wronging earth

there is no dey without wronging ecvxrth

no morning without wronging ecrth

wronsing earth but not beins scolded by earth ...
wronging earth many times

the lord of earth will punish us

not oﬁly wronéing earth but wronging the country
wronging the country but not being Judsed by the country ...
wronging the country many times

the lord of the country will Judze us

not only wronging the country but wronging the villir-e
there is no dzy without wronging the village

no morning without wronginz the villace

wronsing the village but not beins Jjudoed by the village
wronzing the village many times

the village leader will pacs the jJjudgement

y
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not only wronging the ?illage but wronging the clan
93.25 there is no: day without wronging the clan
no morning without wronging the clan
wronging one's clan, another clan’: doesn't want to Judge ...
wronging one's c¢lan many times
the head of the clan judges
not only wronging one's clan but wronging one's household
there is no day without wronzing one's household
no morning without wronging onets household
wronging one's household another houschold won't judse ...
wronging one's household severzl times
the p-rents will judge
sun and moon don't bhurry .
at time of death in onc's houschold one must hurry
heaven has no worries
at time of death in one's household ther: are worries
when we hove mourning in our househclds we can't manaszs it ourselves
when we zre in & lhurry in our households we cantt tzke care of it oursclves
wheil there is mournins in one's household those who know come to help

when ccremonies 1re to bs mide in one's houscheold those who know are
called upon

the bB-pjha grub with thin wings

nine pieces of cloth used at one time

the wesp with thin waist

nine portions oi beeswax uscd 2t one time

where people are alive hurry on with the ceremonies

wioke the place wide vhere people live with the ceremonies

by the rootsz of the trec lecves have fallen in piles
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downslope where lew.ves have fallen =weep them away with hands znd feet
downslope let the trees grow well

if moving the stones away where water flows

Pushing away the stones the witer flows ;idely

I didn't see the eagle which grabbed the chicken

I didn't see it perching on & brznch hiprh up in =z tree upstrezm
but I know that a big chicken has disuppeared from below the Shan house
I didn*t see the tiger dragging the buffzlo awny

I didnt*t see it roaming ot the outskirts of the shern house

but I know th:et a femzle buifilo with long horns has disspprared
from the front of the Shan house

I didn't see the wolf dragring the pig away

I didn't see it rocming beside the Shen fence

but I lInow thet &n old sow his discipeared from below the Shan house
I haven't seen the hole frowm where the wind comes

if I werc to see the wind hole

I would cover it with big stones to stop the wind

but I haven't seen the wind hole

vhen z tree folls zcross the path

I can't cut.off thec leaves

can't cut off the branches

T didn't see the spirit coming up to the door

I didn't see the spirit coming upright throush the door
if I had seen the spirit coming up

I would have drawn my knife and ciiesed him cu*ting him
if I hed seen the spirit walling upright through the door
I would heve drawn my spear «nd chased him piercing him

but I didn't seec him comings up o the door
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